[Erythropoietic protoporphyria].
A 21-year-old patient was observed with oedematous-purpura-like skin changes since earliest childhood occurring in areas with short-term exposure to sunlight. The history suggested erythropoetic protoporphyria and the diagnosis was established by demonstration of fluorocytes in peripheral blood and subsequent porphyrin analysis. Whereas chronic persistent skin changes characteristic of erythropoetic protoporphyria were largely absent, histologic and immunohistologic findings were typical. The patient had been considered a "neurotic outsider" for many years because of his aversion to light which was considered abnormal.